Pickard's manual of operative dentistry has been one of the cornerstones of every dental undergraduate's studies. Whilst the previous edition was a tome, the authors have sharpened and condensed this newest edition. It includes an excellent level of colour illustrations and clinical photographs that provides an easy to follow introduction or refresher to operative dentistry.
There is a welcome section on simple diagnosis and treatment planning, which is sure to be of use for OSCE revision as well as to provide the basis for many ad hoc VDP tutorials.
My only concern with this edition is the limited time given to the handling and placement of amalgam. Training institutes are concerned with ensuring that their graduates are best equipped to go out into the world and treat patients, but some schools have opted to stop teaching the use of amalgam. However, in the NHS where most of us work, this forms the greatest proportion of what we do and its absence from this edition is clearly felt. Through education we achieve change but in an NHS undergoing the biggest budget cuts for at least two generations can we really afford for dental graduates not to be taught amalgam handling?
The most impressive section of this book that will without a doubt prove to be of greatest use to students is the chapter devoted to step-by-step clinical procedures. With thorough regard not only to excellent clinical intraoral photographs but also well written instruction tips and best material guidelines, Pickard's manual is always useful for that last minute check before clinic or before an OSCE.
There are several books that we all read and need as undergraduates and this is one of them. Its only limitation, as previously mentioned, is its lack of depth in amalgam handling. It is otherwise a concise and thoughtful book, which is a much needed update to its predecessor. This reader-friendly publication provides a comprehensive reference guide to almost every conceivable complication relating to implant placement and lateral window sinus elevation. It is well written and richly illustrated and is aimed at dental practitioners with an interest in implant placement and grafting procedures, as well as dental specialists. This book is divided into five parts, covering a total of 75 surgical complications. Parts one to three educate the reader on how to identify preoperative conditions that could lead to complications and how to deal with both intra-operative and postoperative complications that may arise in implant placement. Complications covered include: incorrect implant angulation, nerve injury, sinus floor perforation, inadequate initial stability and complications in flapless implant placement to name but a few.
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SURGICAL COMPLICATIONS IN
Part four covers complications associated with lateral window sinus elevation, divided into pre-operative, intra-operative and postoperative complications. The range of complications covered varies from pre-operative acute sinusitis to early implant migration into the sinus cavity and everything in between. Part five is dedicated to the prevention and management of pain and infection with a useful chapter on bisphosphonate-related osteonecrosis of the jaw and a chapter on patients with bleeding problems.
Each complication has a dedicated chapter and is presented clearly and comprehensively as a practical clinical guide. Each chapter follows a similar outline with a concise description, symptoms where appropriate, prevention strategies and the various management techniques required. Each chapter is also well illustrated with high quality photographs demonstrating step-bystep management, which helps to give the reader a deeper insight into the complexities of the management of certain issues.
The supplemental appendices provide useful practical information for the surgeon, for example risk factor checklists, sample consent forms and postoperative advice information. However, it must be remembered that this publication targets an American audience. Prosthetic rehabilitation part II: technical procedures goes well beyond the basic aspects of the technical construction of removable dental prosthesis. The authors have made progressive links from the biological evaluation of individual patients to the influences on the production of removal dentures. There is a strong emphasis on the anatomical significance and the direct impact of this for the development of high quality dental prosthesis. Each of the references in every chapter has been assigned a code indicating the level of evidence. This is particularly good as it allows the reader to quickly and easily identify the quality of the study used. Each chapter is very concise and explores issues such as soft tissue abnormalities and their relevance to clinical stages of denture production. The book also has a holistic outlook on dental prosthesis, discussing patient attitudes and satisfaction with a view to meeting ever increasing expectations.
The book covers all the main areas of removable dentures. Firstly the basic principles are discussed in detail including retention, stability and support, with the anatomical aspects illustrated by lots of clear step-by-step photos of ideal impressions, border moulding and its relationship to the quality of the appliance. The next aspect covers oral mucosal conditions in those wearing dentures including a chapter on burning mouth syndrome. It explains less frequently discussed issues such as soft tissue conditioners and denture adhesives. There are further chapters on tooth retained and implant retained overdentures. Finally the book has excellent information regarding oral hygiene and long-term follow up for patients with removal prosthesis.
The nature of this book would appeal both to the generalist and specialist practitioner as it assumes only basic prior knowledge of removable dentures and provides a detailed scientific basis for the technical aspects of prosthetic dentistry, giving practitioners greater confidence in assessing patients and delivering high quality treatment for dentures.
H Following the success of earlier volumes, the International Team for Implantology (ITI) has produced their latest in the series. This is a comprehensive book exploring the topic of sinus floor elevation procedures. It is aimed at the clinician actively involved in placing implants, although any postgraduate surgeon would benefit from using this reference. The authors and editorial team are made up of leaders in the field of dental implantology. The recommendations within are derived from the latest ITI consensus conference, 2008, along with the current published evidence. Around half of the total pages are made up from 13 case studies used to illustrate various clinical scenarios. These are wellselected and engaging demonstrations of what the clinician may be faced with when placing an implant in the atrophied maxilla.
The two proposed techniques for maxillary sinus floor elevation -the transcrestal technique and the lateral window technique -are discussed throughout in different sections. The literature on these is reviewed, the surgical techniques described and recommendations on holistic patient treatment put forward. Whilst the finer details of this advanced area of dental implantology are explored, there is no neglect of the fundamentals of patient management. This includes the key anatomy, the relevance of patient history and the radiographical considerations.
One of the great successes of the book is the pleasing illustrations and their consistency. All of the clinical photographs, radiographs, schematic drawings and decision trees offer clarity and understanding. It has fine readability and is edited to the highest standard. With these features in mind, it certainly provides value for money. It meets the needs of the implant surgeon, serving as a valuable resource. However, this area of dentistry is rapidly changing and further research will likely impact on the text's ability to remain current.
I propose this book is the essential text on maxillary sinus floor elevation procedures. Not only an academic reference, it offers a pragmatic and didactic approach to clinical management.
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